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· A new test for PAD that is easier and faster than Doppler ABI exams
· Requires only the ankle PVR cuffs – no Doppler
· Two versions: 
1. A stand-alone PC based system (simpleABI-Q)
2. An additional exam added to Cuff-Link systems (ABI-Q report)

Choosing the simpleABI-Q vs. Newman Doppler Based Systems:
ABI-Q - Choose the simpleABI-Q system if you need a system that:
· Is an extremely simple, fast test to identify PAD in high-risk patients
· Requires no specialized training or skills
· Can be more accurate than ABI for patients with calcified arteries such as many diabetics
· Performs a lower extremity test as noted in CPT 93922 but is not cited as a specific example
Doppler Based - Choose other Newman SimpleABI systems if you need systems that:
· Can perform the AHA/ACC gold standard Doppler ABI exam (as well as the ABI-Q)
· Can provide standard test reports your referring practices are used to 
· Can include more advanced vascular tests such as segmental or pre/post vascular exercise stress tests
· Can perform multiple tests that are cited as specific examples in the CPT code descriptions

Why is the ABI-Q important?
· It fills an important need.
· Most primary care practices (99%) have avoided classic ABI systems because they lack the time and training to perform traditional Doppler based ABI.  
· It fits their practice.
· The simpleABI-Q can quickly and effectively evaluate high-risk patients without hiring and training advanced technicians.
· They keep their patients in their practice, improve patient outcomes, and increase patient satisfaction.
· You must test for PAD to find it.
· PAD is not apparent in over half the patients that have it, but, just like symptomatic patients, 1 out of 4 of these “hidden” patients will have a MI, stroke, amputation, or die within 5 years.
· If the practice relies on referring out suspected PAD cases, it will miss all the hidden PAD.

Reimbursement?
· Newman Medical vascular systems all utilize CPT Codes 93922-93924 for billing purposes.
· Each system has unique diagnostic capabilities and may utilize these different codes under different exam methods.
· Dual ankle pressures, while still recognized by the ACC/AHA as the ‘gold standard’ in ABI exams, are not a requirement for reimbursement.

Who is the target market for the ABI-Q?
1. Primary care
2. Any practice that has a need to quickly identify suspected PAD.  Cardiology/surgery can use the ABI-Q on all of their high-risk patients to make sure they are not overlooking the hidden cases and then follow-up with standard tests.

How does the ABI-Q work?
The ABI-Q is based on our PVR waveforms.  The PVR has been a staple of vascular testing for over 30 years.  Recent studies have shown that it can have 97% accuracy compared to ultrasound duplex scanning.  Recognizing that interpreting a waveform can be subjective, we digitize the waveform and calculate a numerical index similar to (but not identical to) the standard ABI:
>1.0 Normal
0.91-0.99 Borderline
<0.90 At risk for PAD

It has been tested on over 120 patients and has an accuracy of better than 94%.

Many patients, especially diabetics, have calcified incompressible arteries (hardening of the arteries).  When this occurs, it throws off the pressure readings and the ABI results may not be accurate.  This does not happen with the ABI-Q. 
How about competition?
Some of the other systems advertised as being “simple” include:
	Manufacturer
	Product
	Street price
	Technique
	Comments

	Huntleigh
	ABIlity
	$4499 w/o computer
	Secondary cuffs to take pressures for ABI
	8 cuffs – must be positioned correctly. May be affected by calcified arteries

	Cooper Surgical
	VanMax
	$3900 w/o computer
	4 cuff oscillometric for ABI
	May be affected by calcified arteries

	MESI
	MESI ABIP MD
	$2750? w/o computer
	3 cuff oscillometric for ABI
	ABI based on only one arm, may be affected by calcified arteries. Made in Slovenia.  No longer available from distribution?

	Semler
	QuantaFlo
	$650/mo
	PPG analysis to create “digital ABI”
	Successfully sells direct to insurers
Affected by cold fingers/toes
No distributor sales


 
	
Newman Medical provides general reimbursement information related to the diagnosis of peripheral arterial disease as an overview for our customers. Newman Medical makes no promise or guarantee of reimbursement by Medicare or any other third-party payer.
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